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Auqqst 27, 1983 Lincoln Memorial v Washington, D.C.




Three critical conditions in our society—

insufferable unemployment; an escalating arms race;

and the denial of basic rights and programs which ensure freedom—
force the undersigned to call upon our fellow Americans

to March on Washington on August 27, 1983 on the occasion

of the Twentieth Anniversary of the historic March on Washington.

A CALL TO THE NATION

E, THE UNDERSIGNED CONVENERS, deemed it
wise to call upon our fellow Americans to remember
the full meaning of the American Dream, of liberty
and justice for all, in a world of peace and freedom in
which everyone can live with the hope of a better
tomorrow for our children. But the American Dream
is tarnished today as the tides of national self-doubt, aggressiveness
and chauvinism of race, sex, class and nation are seriously under-
mining our national unity and sense of human solidarity.

We seek to bring together a ‘‘New Coalition of Conscience’’ for
Jobs, Peace and Freedom on the Twentieth Anniversary of Dr.
Martin Luther King’s historic ‘I Have a Dream”’ speech—a trea-
sured part of the legacy of all Americans. We seek in this way to help
recapture a sense of noble and human spirit in which our domestic
and foreign policies are consistent with the basic national purposes as
articulated in the Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights,
and the United States Constitution.

We seek a New Coalition of Conscience that will be an expan-
sion of the historic Coalition of the Civil Rights Movement, because
we understand that the issues of Jobs, Peace and Freedom are inex-
tricably linked that they are equally important. The New Coalition
brings together these three issues based upon the concept of the
“Beloved Community’’ of Dr. King—that all humans are ‘‘caught in
an inescapable network of mutuality ... whatever affects one
directly affects all indirectly.”” Our Coalition is not a collection of
single-issue groups brought together for tactical advantage, rather it
is a community and a movement brought together by a common
dream and human values.

The New Coalition is open to all who truly ascribe to this docu-
ment, and work in mutuality and trust with all other signatories. We
do not aspire to unanimity in all details. However, we do believe that
a powerful unity of spirit—to seek the solutions to our national
problems through non-violent and democratic procedures—will pro-
vide a catalyst for powerful and much needed social changes in this
nation.

We believe that the basic national agenda must be built around
the challenges of JOBS, PEACE AND FREEDOM.

. Millions of Ameri-

. cans are suffering from
the disaster of double-

. digit unemployment, and

the groups affected most are Blacks, Hispanics, Native Americans,
the Disabled, Women and Youth. The shrinking availability of jobs
in a depressed industrial economy, and the lack of training opportu-

nities to learn new skills, is undermining the moral and spiritual
foundations of our communities and families. The military budget
which involves pouring billions of dollars into defense spending
denies our people scores of absolutely essential human resources and
service programs. The farmers and small business people of our
country are facing foreclosures and bankruptcies on a scale
unequalled since the 1930s. Disabled Americans have lost vital serv-
ices and programs that once helped them gain access to an education
and a better job. This squandering of human resources is a human
disgrace when so much needs to be done in both the public and pri-
vate sectors. We call upon the American people to turn this nation
around from its present course and to seek with all deliberate speed
the full employment objectives of the Humphrey-Hawkins Act,
which is now the law of the land. We call for a new social contract
between labor, industry and government to assure all Americans
socially useful and dignified employment with a just wage, to foster
real economic growth, and to provide adequate education and train-
ing for all Americans.

. It is necessary
that peace not be
defined merely as
the absence of war

or as a distant goal which is sought, but as a means by which a goal is
achieved. The pursuit of peaceful ends through peaceful means must
be continued. Based on the assumption that life is worth living and
that humankind has a right to survive, an alternative to war and
threats of war must be found.

The stockpiling and proliferation of nuclear weapons cast a
dark shadow over the future of humanity. The very planet on which
we live is threatened with nuclear destruction. Global military spend-
ing consumes vast resources needed to feed the hungry, clothe the
naked, and shelter the homeless. The massive worldwide armament
race has escaped control and all reason, and has restricted the ability
of governments to promote the common welfare of all people.
Armed with destructive weapons unparalleled in human history, we
live in constant fear of annihilation. We call upon both super powers .
and their allies to radically reduce and ultimately eliminate their
nuclear arsenals as well as conventional weapons; to act jointly to
prevent the spread of such weapons to other nations; and to reduce
the record levels of military expenditures. The pursuit of peace and
justice throughout the world is of singular importance. Therefore,
we call upon the American people to follow the leadership of the
growing number of religious leaders and other leaders of conscience,
who are seeking ways to resolve world conflicts through non-violent
means, and ways to invest our wealth and energy, in peace. Ending




the disastrous arms race in the immediate months ahead must
become public policy,- not just an elusive goal Moreover; we call

upon the’ American public to turn the arms raceé into a ‘“peace race’*"

unhzmg the existent and evolvmg movements m the Umled States as
its foundation. 5 ; .

F BEEDOM:

In light of the creeping fear that is sapping our confidence and
trust in each other and setting group against group, we call for a
national campaign throughout 1983 against hate and every form of
class, racial, sexual, age, and religious prejudice. We call upon the
American people to renew their commitment to the cause of human
rights and to resist the rising tide of extremism reflected in the rebirth
of bombings and increased brutalities by the Ku Klux Klan, neo-Nazi
groups, and in some places, by the enforcement agencies. We call for
the New Coalition of Conscience to work vigorously to defeat anti-
civil rights legislation and to reverse recent governmental trends
which have sought to roll back and weaken the enforcement of civil
rights laws and policies. We call upon the nation to work for full and
equal rights of women. We are committed to securing legal and eco-

. nomic equity for women in the workforce.

We urge the implementation of domestic and foreign policies
that reflect the best values of the American people by promoting
respect for and protection of human rights. We are opposed to
repression of every sort—whether it be the economic, social and cul-
tural rights that are denied, or civil and political rights that are

abridged. We support the struggle of workers to organize in free |

trade unions everywhere. We oppose corporate America’s partner-
ship with the racist apartheid regime in South Africa and we con-
demn the policies of the current administration in expanding rela-
tions with South Africa. We oppose the militarization of internal
conflicts, often abetted and even encouraged by massive U.S. arms
exports, in areas of the world such as the Middle East and Central
America, while their basic human problems are neglected. Further,
we urge the American Government to eliminate its ideological and
racial biases in our nation’s refugee and asylum policies and
practices.

To bring all these issues together, we will launch a year-long
mobilization of a New Coalition of Conscience that will:

D.C. on August 27th, 1983 to reaffirm the Dream and con-

bring together a massive MARCH ON WASHINGTON,
l tinue activities on August 28th to unite as never before this

irs e INEw. Coalmon around specific goals and common objecllves,, :

: tand

develop a broad non- partlsan coalmon to press for basnc Iegls-
lation to turn this nation around in the areas of JOBS,
PEACE AND FREEDOM; and

work for passage of legislation that would designate January
15th as a national public holiday in honor of the birth of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.; and

work on the state and local level to implement the full agenda
of the New Coalition of Conscience.
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We are encouraged by the great outpouring of concern among

-the people of our country as evidenced in the “‘Solidarity Day

Demonstration’’ in September 1981; the great ‘‘Peace Demonstra-
tion”” held in New York last June 12th, which was the largest mass
demonstration on any issue in the history of the United States; as
well as hundreds of local actions organized on an unprecedented
scale. We believe that this is the historic moment to bring together
again a coalition of goodwill and conscience, that will address the
welfare of the whole nation and not merely some of its parts; that
will be unified by a common vision of the American Dream, and that
can act as a power and as a leaven to help this nation live out its full
meaning and move again toward that Dream.

CO-CHAIRPERSONS

Mrs. Coretta Scott King
Martin Luther King Center for
Non-Violent Social Change

Dr. Joseph Lowery
Southern Christian
Leadership Conference

CONVENERS

Senator James Abourezk
Arab American
Anti-Discrimination
Committee

Bishop John H. Adams
Congress of
National Black Churches

Bishop James Armstrong
National Council of Churches

Mr. Harry Belafonte

Mr. Clyde Bellecourt

American Indian Movement

Ms. Asia Bennett

American Friends

Service Committee

Ms. Donna Brazile

U.S. Student Association
Honorable John Conyers
Member of Congress

Mr. Richard Deats

Fellowship of Reconciliation
Honorable Walter E. Fauntroy
Member of Congress

Mr. Murray Finley
Amalgamated Clothing and
Textile Workers Union, AFL-CIO
Ms. Mary Futrell

National Education Association

Honorable Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Ms. Judy Goldsmith
National Organization

Sfor Women

Ms. Dorothy Height
National Council of

Negro Women

Rev. Benjamin Hooks
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
Rev. Jesse Jackson
Operation PUSH

Dr. T. J. Jemison
National Baptist Convention
of the U.S.A.

Mr. John Jacob

National Urban League
Rabbi Alex Schindler
Union of American Hebrew
Congregations ;

Mr. William Winpisinger
International Association of

Machinists and Aerospace
Workers, AFL-CIO

Mr. Stevie Wonder
Ms. Addie Wyatt

United Food and Commercial
Workers International Union,
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ORGANIZATION
ENDORSEMENT

AFRAM Associates Inc.

African Methodist Episcopal Church

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers
Union

American Agricultural Movement

American Association of Minority Enterprise
Small Business Investment Companies

American Federation of State, County &
Municipal Employees

American Friends Service Committee

American Indian Movement

American Indian Opportunity Center

American Muslim Mission

American Personnel and Guidance Association

American Student Association

A. Philip Randolph Institute

American Women's Clergy Association

Americans for Democratic Action

Ancient Egyptian Order Nobles Mystic
Shrine, Inc.

Arab American Anti Discrimination Committee

Association of Corporate Professionals

Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of
the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry

B & C Associates

Blacks in Government

Blacks Against Nukes

Campaign Against Nucizar War

Center for Community Change

Center for International Policy

Center for National Policy Review

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church

Citizens for a Better America

Clergy and Laity Concerned

Coalition of American Public Employees

Coalition of 100 Black Women

Colorado Caucus of Black Elected Officials &
the Colorado Black Caucus

Commission for Racial Justice

Congress of National Black Churches

Congressional Black Caucus

Council of Bishops African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Emergency Land Fund

Federation for Progress

Fellowship of Reconciliation

Georgia State AFL-CIO

Georgia Women's Political Caucus

Greenpeace

Gray Panthers

Illinois Legislative Black Caucus

IMAGE

Improved Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks of the World

Industrial Union Department, AFL-CIO

International Association of Black Fire Fighters

International Association of Machinists &
Acrospace Workers

International Union of Operating Engineers

lota Phi Lambda Sorority, Inc.

Japanese American Citizens League

Jewish War Veterans

Joint Center for Political Studies

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

League of United Latin American Citizens

Legal Defense and Education Fund

Lewis J. Carter 111 and Associates

Lobbying Americans

Martin Luther King Center for Non-Violent
Social Change

Massachusetts Black Caucus

Movbilization for Survival

Mobilization for Survival Religious Task Force

National Alliance Against Racist and Political
Repression

National Alliance of Third World Journalists

National Alliance of Postal and Federal
Employees

National Anti-Klan Network

National Association for Equal Opportunity
in Higher Education

National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People

National Association for the Advancement of
Black Americans in Vocational Education

National Association of Black Accountants

National Association of Black Social Workers

National Association of Black Women Attorneys

National Association of Colored Women'’s
Clubs, Inc.

National Baptist Convention, U.S.A.

National Bar Association

National Black American Law Students
Association

National Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials

National Black Media Coalition

National Black Nurses Association

National Black Police Association

National Black Student Congress

National Black United Front

National Black Youth Network

National Caucus and Center on Black Aged Inc.

National Center of Afro-American Artists, inc.

National Commission on Working Women

National Conference of Black Lawyers

National Conference of Black Mayors

National Conference of Black Political Scientists

National Congress for County Economic
Development

National Congress of Americar indians

National Council of Churches

National Council of Negro Women

National Economics Association

National Education Association v

National Education Association Black Caucus

National Hospital and Health Care Workers
Union-1199

National Mobilization for Survival

National Optometric Association

National Organization for Women

)National Organization of Black Universities
and College Students

National Tenants Organization

National Urban Coalition

National Urban League

New Detroit

New Jewish Agenda

New York City Housing Patrolmen’s Benevolent
Association, Inc.

New York State Black and Puerto Rican Caucus

Northwest Conference of Black Public Officials

Nuclear Weapons Freeze Campaign

OIC's of America

O. Jesse Wiles and Company Inc.

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

Operation PUSH

Pax Christi

Philadelphia Tribune

Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc.

Reformed Church in America

SANE

Ser - Jobs for Progress

Service Employees International Union

Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority

Sisters St. Joseph of Peace

16th Ward Regular Democratic Organization

Southern Christian Leadership Conference

Southern Organizing Committee for Economic
and Social Justice {

Southern Poverty Law Center

Southern Regional Council

365th Veterans Association, Inc.

Riverside Church Disarmament Program

The National Leader

The Newspaper Guild

The Sickle Cell Foundation of Georgia

Transafrica

Unified Industries

United Auto Workers

United Auto Workers - District 65

United Church of Christ Commission for Racial
Justice

United Food and Commercial Workers
International Union

United Presbyterian Church, USA

United States Student Association

United Steel Workers of America

Honorable Shirley Chisholm
Maudine R. Cooper

Honorable John Conyers, M.C.
Dr. Douglas Covington

Honorable George Crockett, M.C.
Ossie Davis

Ruby Dee

Honorable Rorald Dellums, M.C.
Honorable Mervyn Dymally, M.C.
Frances T. Farenthold

Samue! Foggie

Honorable Walter Fauntroy, M.C,
Honorable Harold Ford, M.C.
Mayor Johnny Ford

Honorable Robert Garcia, M.C,
Reverend Ernest Gibson

Mayor Kenneth Gibson

Dr. Hugh Gloster

Honorable William H. Gray 111, M.C.
Earl Graves

Dick Gregory

Honorable Katie Hall, M.C.

Dr. William Harris

Mayor Richard Hatcher

Reverend Thomas Harvey
Honorable Augustus F. Hawkins, M.C,
Leroy C. Hodapp

Commissioner Virgil Hodges
Bishop J. Clinton Hoggard
Honorably Mickey Leland, M.C.
Sidney Lens

Claude Lewis, Editor, National Black Leader
Dr. Manning Marable .
Councilwoman Hilda Mason
Whitman Mayo

Jewell Jackson McCabe

Union of American Hebrew Congr

U.S. Peace Council

Volunteers for Peace Inc.

Voters for Choice

Washington Office on Africa

Women for Racial and Economic Equality

Women Legal Defense Fund

Women, U.S.A.

Women’s Equity Action League

Women's Institute of the South 3

Women's Internationai League of Peace and
Freedom

Women's Political Caucus

World Peace Makers

WTBS-TV, Atlanta

INDIVIDUAL
ENDORSERS

Dr. Ralph Abernathy

State Representative Avery Alexander
Mayor Marion Barry

Councilman Sidney Barthelemy
Harry Belafonte

Lerone Bennett

Jack Berkowitz

Senator Julian Bond

Honorable Judge Margaret Burnham
Reverend John R. Byrant

Ramsey Clark

Honorable William Clay, M.C,
Reverend Benjamin Chavis

S Billy McCray

Dr. Nelson McGhee

State Representative Ray Miller
Mayor Thirman Milner

Senator Clarence Mitchell
Honorable Parren Mitchell, M.C.
Mayor Ernest Morial

Reverend Otis Moss

Reverend G. Murray

Honorable Mayor Owens, M.C.
Delores Orey

Rabbi Donald Peterman

Yvonne Price

Honorable Charles Rangel, M.C.
Commissioner Lillian Roberts
Calvin Rolark

Reverend Cleo Robinson

Bishop Hubert Robinson
Honorable Gus Savage, M.C.
Barbara Lett Simmons

Reverend B. W. Smith
Councilman Sam Smith
Honorable Louis Stokes, M.C.
Honorable Edolphus Towns, M.C.
Councilman Donald Tucker

Dr. Ronald Walters

State Representative Craig A. Washington
Honorable Harold Washington, M.C.
Honorable Alan Wheat, M.C.
Dr. Albert Whiting

Mayor Lionel J. Wilson

Stevie Wonder

Mayor Andrew Young
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